NUTRITION CONSORTIUM OF NYS

235 Lark Street - Albany, New York 12210

January 24, 2008
Dear Representative:

We are writing to urge your active support in ensuring that the final conference agreement
on the Farm Bill to be worked out early in 2008 improves the Food Stamp and TEFAP
programs. Thank you for your work last fall to help secure improvements in the nutrition
title. Both the House and Senate have passed Farm Bills that include strong nutrition titles.
It is imperative that the final bill that emerges from conference incorporate the strongest
elements of both bills, to provide the strongest possible food support for low-income
Americans.

Representative McGovern is currently
which we encourage you to sigion to. We also ask for your help in working with
House and Senate Agriculture Committee leaders and others on thisitical matter.

According to newly released data from USDA and the U.S. Census Bureau, there are 35.5
million people living in households in the U.S. that face a constant struggle against
hunger, including more than 2.7 million impoverished New Yorkers. The Food Stamp
Program and TEFAP are crucial weapons in the fight against hunger, but both need to be
strengthened. The top priority for the nutrition title of the Farm Bill should be to
secure adequate funding for permanent Food Stamp Program and TEFAP
improvements

There is great consensus between the House and Senate on how to improve the Food
Stamp Program and TEFAP. Both bills include many of the key food stamp provisions
that are vital to many low income struggling families and older adults in our state: they
stop the recent years of benefit erosion, improve the outdated asset limits, help families
with high child care costs, improve benefits to the many elderly and disabled who receive
the $10 monthly minimum and provide new funding for food banks via the TEFAP
program. The Senate bill would benefit more than 10.5 million people, including 912,000
New Yorkers, and the House bill would help about 13 million people, including over 1
million New Yorkers.

However, there are some crucial differences. Under the Senate bill, virtually all of the new
investments the Senate bill makes in the nutrition title will disappear after 5 years, while
the House bill changes are permanent. The Senate approach to food stamp improvements
is unprecedented. The Senate improvements to food stamps and TEFAP provisions would
end in 2012, cutting off food stamps for over 300,000 people in FY2013 and slashing
benefits for over 10 million low-income people who rely on the program, including
seniors and children. These cuts could only be avoided if Congress finds new offsets to
pay for them again. Given that the federal budget outlook only grows worse in the future,
it could be extremely difficult to extend those improvements in the future.
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The conference agreement should include fully funded, permanent improvements in
the Food Stamp Program and TEFAP.

Despite this serious problem with the Senate bill, it is important to note that the Senate
bill would provide for critical low cost program improvements that were not in the House
bill, which should be retained in conference:

1 Expanding a paperwork reduction option to the elderly and people with
disabilities.
1 Simplifying the overly harsh (and complicated) three-month time limit on

unemployed childless workers. Making food stamps work better for this group is
critically important & especially as the country may be heading towards a
recession.

1 Expanding the successful 2002 welfare to work option for states to allow states to
provide transitional food stamp benefits to families with children when they leave
a cash assistance program.

1 The more significant adjustment in decades old food stamp household asset limits
(from $2,000 to $3,500 and from $3,000 to $4,500);

In addition, the final conference agreement should adopt the House provisions on:
1 the $10 minimum monthly benefits (to start increases in 2008)

1 the standard deduction ($145 rather than $140), and

1 TEFAP commodity purchases (indexing the increases).

These improvements in the two bills are vital, and will help between 10 and 13 million
Americans who struggle to put food on the table every day.

We are deeply concerned with reports that some policymakers have suggested that

Congress may simply extend the Farm Bill this year. This would be a terrible outcome for

the Food Stamp Program and those who need the benefits to have enough to eat. Other
programs in the Far m Bichudingt@aeautmoetheiput on h
nutrition programs. Extending the Food Stamp Program and TEFAP as they are will lock

in the continuing decline in the purchasing power of the benefits.

It is unacceptable to allow our community members to go without adequate food

We urge you to pass a Farm Bill containing a strong nutrition title that not only
guarantees permanent, fully funded improvements, but also includes the above
mentioned recommendations. Vulnerable and food insecure households throughout
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the United Stats and New York are counting on
nutrition assistance programs.

Sincerely,
Linda Bopp Tina Stanford
Nutrition Consortium of New York Lewis County Office for the Aging
State

Joel Berg
Ed Carlson New York City Coalition Against
Albany Housing Authority Hunger
Reverend Robert Lamar Itala TC Rutter
Capital Region Ecumenical New York City Emergency Food &
Organization Shelter Program

United Way of New York City
Rabbi Felicia L. Sol
Congregation B’'nai Je MalkQuand

Regional Food Bank of
Anne Erickson Northeastern New York
Empire Justice Center

Reverend Phillip N. Grigsby
Reverend Deb Jameson Schenectady Inner City Ministry
FOCUS Churches of Albany

Karen Schimke

Thomas F. Slater Schuyler Center for Analysis and
Food Bank of Central New York Advocacy
Rabbi Michael Feinberg Terri Gonhue
Greater New York Labor-Religion Troy Damien Center
Coalition
Deb Coalts
Mark A. Dunlea Warren-Hamilton Counties Office
Hunger Action Network of New for the Aging
York State
James Sinkoff
Harvey Gordon Whitney M. Young Health Center
Jewish Community Council of the
Rockaway Peninsula Cindy Walton
WIC Association of New York
State
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